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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS/INCLUSIVE EDUCATION POLICY 
 

Alignment to Programme Standards and Practices 
 

Standard A.4 → The school develops and promotes international-mindedness and all attributes of 
the learner profile across the school community. 
 
Standard A.9 → The school supports access for students to the IB programme(s) and philosophy. 
 
Standard B1.5 → The school develops and implements policies and procedures that support the 
programme(s). 
 
Standard B2.8 → The school provides support for its students with learning and/or special 
educational needs and support for their teachers. 
 
Standard C1.6 → Collaborative planning and reflection incorporates differentiation for students’ 
learning needs and styles. 
 
Standard C2.8 → The written curriculum provides opportunities for reflection on human 
commonality, diversity, and multiple perspectives. 
 
Standard C3.10 → Teaching and learning differentiates instruction to meet students’ learning 
needs and styles. 
 

Method of Communication 
 

All policies available to the community and staff on the Cherokee Trail Website. Staff are allowed 
editing privileges via Google docs and encouraged to revisit policies yearly. 
 

Authors 
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Clearly Stated References to DP 

 

Students enrolled in International Baccalaureate classes are afforded the same rights as all other 

students in the state of Colorado. All verified accommodations will be requested both in the 

classroom and for external examination. Approval or denial is dictated by the IBO. 

 

Culture of Collaboration and Access for Inclusion 

 

Cherry Creek School District and Cherokee Trail High School believe in providing essential 

resources for all students to access education, including but not limited to human support (i.e. 

Para Educators, Interventionists, school psychologists, speech language therapists, etc.), 

technology, transportation, instruction, and differentiation. To help ensure teachers are equipped 

with the necessary skills to teach all students, they are provided with essential information at the 

start of every school year to detail the needs of any student with a 504 or IEP, and they are given 

access to multiple professional developments within the school throughout the year to address 

different strategies to enhance their instruction. 

 

As of the 2021-2022 school year, all students have been issued an individual laptop to increase 

student performance and access to a variety of tools including Speech-to-Text, Google Translate, 

Talking Points, and audio books/texts. Through these tools, the Cherokee Trail teaching staff has 

received training on multiple programs to enhance differentiation. 

 

Explanation of Alignment with Legislation and Policy 

 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act mandates that “to the maximum extent 

appropriate, children with disabilities...are educated with children who are not disabled, and 

special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from the regular 

education environment occurs only when the nature or severity of the disability of a child is such 

that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be 

achieved satisfactorily” (IDEA 2004). 

 

Gifted Education is addressed in the Exceptional Children's Education Act (ECEA) in the Colorado 

Revised Statutes. The Colorado State Board of Education promulgates the rules for the 

implementation of statutes. The rules provide the administrative framework for schools and 

districts for the provision of services to gifted students. 
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The links below provide information pertaining to Rules and Regulations for Colorado Gifted 

Education. 

 

• ECEA Rules for Gifted Education 

• Colorado Rules for the Exceptional Children's Educational Act (ECEA) - Effective June 1, 

2015 

• ESSU Technical Assistance - House Bill 14-1102: Concerning gifted education programs in 

public schools 

• HB 14-1182 

• House Bill 1077 Informational Flyer 

• Colorado-Gifted Education Review (CGER) 

• Gifted Identification 

• Advanced Learning Plans (ALP) 

• Concurrent Enrollment 

 

Cherry Creek Policy IHBA: Special Education/Programs for Handicapped/Disabled/ Exceptional 

Students 

 

In keeping with the intention of the state of Colorado to offer educational opportunities to all 

students that will enable them to lead fulfilling and productive lives, the district shall provide 

appropriate educational opportunities to all resident students in accordance with the 

requirements of state and federal statutes. Any student identified as a child with disabilities 

pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (the IDEIA) who 

is between the ages of three and 21 and who has not received a high school diploma, GED or 

otherwise graduated from high school has the right to a free and appropriate public education. 

 
These students with disabilities shall be provided individualized educational programs appropriate 
to meet their educational needs, as determined by the student’s individualized education 
program (IEP) team. A student identified as a child with disabilities under the IDEIA shall become 
eligible for special education and related services on his or her third birthday. A student reaching 
age 21 after the beginning of an academic year shall have the right to complete the semester in 
which his or her 21st birthday occurs or attend until he or she graduates, whichever comes first. 
Students with disabilities are required by federal law to be included in state and district-wide 
assessments, with appropriate accommodations where necessary. Any individualized education 
program (IEP) developed for a student with disabilities shall specify whether the student shall 
achieve the district’s adopted content standards or whether the student shall achieve 
individualized standards which would indicate the student has met the requirements of his or her 

chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.co.us%2FCCR%2FGenerateRulePdf.do%3FruleVersionId%3D6251%26fileName%3D1%2520CCR%2520301-8
chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.state.co.us%2FCCR%2FGenerateRulePdf.do%3FruleVersionId%3D6251%26fileName%3D1%2520CCR%2520301-8
chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.state.co.us%2Fgt%2Fhousebill_14-1102
chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.state.co.us%2Fgt%2Fhousebill_14-1102
chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.state.co.us%2Faccountability%2Fhb14-1182
chrome-extension://ieepebpjnkhaiioojkepfniodjmjjihl/data/pdf.js/web/viewer.html?file=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fgt%2Fdownload%2Fpdf%2Fhb1077_informationflyer.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/cger
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/identification
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/alp-0
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/concurrentenrollment
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IEP. 
 

Equitable Access 
 

Students are placed on Advanced Learning Plans (ALPs) or Individual Education Plans (IEPs) based 
on a process that can be initiated by parent, teacher, or student referrals. Students’ plans are 
reviewed to make sure that students are having their needs appropriately met. This process may 
or may not include testing but does always include an ALP or IEP team that consists of teachers, 
parents, the student, and possibly administrators. All qualifying students are eligible for applicable 
accommodations under law. 
 
Equitable access to traditionally underserved populations is also a priority of the Cherry Creek 
School district and Cherokee Trail High School. District and school goals consistently focus on 
narrowing the achievement gap between white/Asian students and black/Latino students. To this 
end, students of color are targeted for growth both systematically and individually through 
classroom instruction. High achieving students of color are regularly recruited for the IB. 
On example of our retention efforts is the IB Minority Club, which was created by students of 
color to support the retention and success of students of color within IB. 

 
 Rights and Responsibilities of All Members of School Community 
 

The IB Diploma Programme Coordinator will communicate directly with counselors and Student 
Achievement Services Case Managers to understand and acknowledge any IB Diploma student 
who has an accommodation already in place. The Case Manager or Counselor will work with the 
DP Coordinator to help facilitate the acquisition of the necessary documentation for the DP 
Coordinator to submit requests for inclusive access arrangements to the IB. 
 
If a current IB student is identified as needing a 504 Plan or an IEP implemented, the Diploma 
Coordinator will be a part of the review process along with the following parties: student, student 
guardian/parent, school counselor and/or SAS Case Manager, classroom teachers, and school 
mental health professionals as required. Upon the review, the DP Coordinator will submit the 
request for inclusive access arrangements where needed. 
 
As final steps, the DP Coordinator will communicate with the student, student’s parent(s), and 
classroom teachers to share IB approved accommodations and assessment procedures. 
 

Final Considerations 
 

In order to establish goals and to maintain the current special educational needs/inclusive 
education philosophy, a committee will review and revise this policy annually. This committee will 
consist of IB parents, the Pupil Services Coordinator, the librarian, the DP coordinator and the 
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principal. Cherokee Trail will review and revise the special educational needs/inclusive education 
policy annually because of the changing needs of our population and to ensure that it continues 
to be central to our DP mission. The reviewed, revised version of the policy will remain housed on 
our website. Our hope is that a transparent special educational needs/inclusive education policy 
will encourage more students to engage in the Diploma Program education. 
 


